Contact Information

Broomball Chair.................... bbchair@mtu.edu
Broomball Vice Chair............ bbvchair@mtu.edu
West Wadsworth

League Head................... bbwestwads@mtu.edu
East Wadsworth

League Head................... bbeastwads@mtu.edu
McNair League Head............ bbmcnair@mtu.edu
Douglass Houghton Hall

League Head......................... bbdhh@mtu.edu
Women'’s League Head......... bbwomen@mtu.edu

Off-Campus League Head...... bboffcam@mtu.edu

Referee Manager...................... bbref@mtu.edu
Rink Manager........................ bbrink@mtu.edu

Webmaster...........cccociiiiini bbweb@mtu.edu
Web Developer ................. bbwebdev@mtu.edu

Please watch our website and our office
window for the posting of the
Committee’s Office Hours shortly after
Fall Semester classes begin.
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Foreword

Dear Players and Fans,

Last year saw the end of many erdkan
Broomball world here at Michigan Tech: Dustin
Sommer, a four year committee member, three ydars o
which he served as chair, graduated; the Broomball
Advisor, Rachel Wussow, concluded her last year in
that position; and of course, the final game of
Broomball to be played on Walker Lawn ended with
the Abnormal Force winning the Broomball Cup.
However, these ends bring about many new beginnings
and opportunities.

The US 41 construction and the texyil
move took Broomball to a more centralized location
and consolidated the rinks into one area on whed us
to be the east end of Lot 14 in front of Douglass
Houghton Hall. This new location should provide a
better Broomball experience for both players ams fa
alike. Broomball is also teaming up with Alumni
Relations during Homecoming Weekend this fall for a
Broomball Invitational Tournament. The event will
take place up in the SDC with more details to f@llo
To keep up to date on these events and all ofubete
surrounding broomball, visit our website:
www.broomball.mtu.edu.

Thank you for supporting our orgatiza
We as the Broomball committee will do our best to
give you the best season possible. Good luck this
season and | hope you all enjoy another year ofdRH
Broomball.

Sincerely,

Nick Deming
Broomball Chair
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Employment

Referee and rink staff positions for the
2009/2010 Broomball season are available.
Referees are responsible for officiating the
games, making sure that all of the equipment is
there before and after each game, checking in the
teams, keeping score, filling out the stats sheet,
and keeping time. Referees are obligated to attend
training which includes both off-ice and on-ice
training. Referee’s are paid on an hourly basif wit
new referees making
$8.50/hr and returning
referees making $9.00/
hr.

Rink staff is
responsible for shovel-
ing the rinks when
there is snow on them,
general maintenance
and upkeep of rinks,
putting all of the
equipment out prior to
games starting, storing
all necessary equipment after the game, and keep-
ing the area around the rinks clean. The most com-
mon general maintenance that is done on the rinks
is making ice. Rink staff positions are also paid
hourly with new staff making $7.50/hr and return-
ing staff making $8.00/hr with the possibility of a
pay increase this year.

If you have any questions about either of
the above positions please contact the Vice Chair
of Broomball at bbvchair@mtu.edu.
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Broomball Overview

Broomball began at Michigan Tech in the
early 1990's. Originally created as a small student
organization, Broomball has grown into the largest
student organization on campus involving around
2,000 students.

Today, Broomball is played on three outdoor
ice rinks in front of Douglass Houghton Hall. Dur-
ing the 2008-2009 season there were four different
on-campus leagues: DHH, McNair, East
Wadsworth, and West Wadsworth, a Women'’s
League, and an Off-Campus League that together
held a total of 220 teams. That means over 1,000
broomball games were played last year alone!

A typical Broomball season starts in mid Oc-
tober with team registration. The playing season
begins upon return from the winter holiday break.
In a normal situation, 6 players from each team are
on the ice at any one time. However, no ice skates
are allowed; players instead play in shoes wearing
a full-cage hockey helmet. A D-Gel Broomball
ball (a softball sized frozen rubber ball) is used
the projectile and is slapped around using a duct-
taped broom.

On a crisp winter night in Houghton, a
crowd can be seen gathered around the Broomball
rinks cheering on their favorite team or waiting fo
their game to start. As winter winds to a close, th
top teams from each league are invited to play in a
campus-wide playoff to battle for the title of
Broomball champions and a year’s worth of brag-
ging rights.



Broomball History

For many students, it is hard to imagine a
winter in Houghton without Broomball. However,
there was a time not long ago when it did not exist

Broomball itself was invented in Canada
some time in the early 1900s. Originally, the game
was played with normal brooms and players wore
normal shoes and no helmets. Today, professional
Broomball players use specialized brooms and
shoes, but Tech continues the original tradition
with tennis shoes and duct-tape covered brooms.

IRHC Broomball first began in the early
1990s, though the earliest rules date to 1994-1995.
As a subcommittee of the Inter Residence Hall
Council, the IRHC Vice President served as the
original Chair. This did not change until this dec-
ade, which saw the first Chair apply and be chosen
by a selection committee. Teams originally paid a
team fee, which was dropped in favor of a player
fee in 2003 to make sure that players were actually
playing and not just holding a spot so a team could
be in a certain conference. This year also required
that at least five members from the team must have
residency in their league and that players could
only play on two teams. In the beginning, teams
would just “apply” to a league and did not have to
have any members with that residency.

Broomball originally began with only one

rink. This full-sized playing surface was located o
the site that now contains the Rozsa Center. The
rink location was changed during 1997 because of
construction.

2008-2009 Champions

Overall Champions: The Abnormal Force

Off-Campus Champions: The Abnormal Force

Women’s Champions: Brick House

DHH Champions: Moo Crew

McNair Champions: Ridikulus

East Wads Champions: Fair Warning
West Wads Champions: La Maison Deux
Off-Campus A: The Abnormal Force
Off-Campus B: Bolla Constrictors

Off-Campus C: Imagine Losing
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Broomball Daily

Want to get the latest information on Broomball?
To subscribe to Broomball Daily go to
www.broomball.mtu.edu and click on the Broom-
ball Daily link. On that page another link will be
provided asking if you want to be added. Click the
link and you will be automatically directed to lagi
with your Michigan Tech ISO. After you login you
will then be added to the list. If you want to lee r
moved at any time, follow the same process again
and at the end select the "Remove me from this
list" link.

The Broomball Office

The Broomball Office is located in
Wadsworth Hall G24W. Office hours are held by
many members of the committee. These hours can
be found on our website and also are posted on the
office door. The Broomball Office is a place where
applications can be turned in, meetings can be
scheduled with committee members, general ques-
tions and complaints can be brought, and Broom-
ball activity can be organized. We always enjoy
meeting our captains, players and broomball en-
thusiasts, so please stop in and say hello!
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Since it displaced the statue site of Phi Kappa
Theta, the statue that year by the fraternity digtua
incorporated the rink into its design.

The second rink was added for the 2003
season. This rink was originally added to allow
more ease to reschedule games due to weather.
These two rinks had to be made smaller than the
previous full-size rink. Scoreboards were also cre-
ated when the second rink came into existence.

More safety equipment has been added
since the sport brought to Tech. As late as 2001,
goalies were not required to wear helmets while
out on the ice. Residence halls also originally
bought helmets for their leagues, but this was dis-
continued after helmets kept being stolen. Nets
were also not added behind the goals until 2003.
Elbow pads were allowed to be worn by players
starting in 2003. Waivers were also added after the
1999 season, when two lawsuits were threatened
after some players sustained a broken ankle and a
concussion.

Other rules have also changed in Broom-

ball. Originally, teams could only have two off-
campus players, which increased to five in 2003.
Tie games also used to be ended in a shootout,
which also changed in 2003 to two sudden-death
five minute overtime periods. This was also
dropped to one sudden death overtime period dur-
ing the regular season, with unlimited overtime
periods during the playoffs.

Written by Megan Gayeski



Meet the Committee

Nick Deming

Position: BroomballChair

Year: Senior

Years on Committee:Third year

Preferred Style of Broom: A club that narrows
some at the end so you still have control, but can

also have a power shot behind it. It is also edsier
make.

Andy Tulgestke

Position: Vice-Chair

Year: Junior

Years on Committee:First year

Preferred Style of Broom: A large, flat broom for

stopping the ball on defense, with a scoop on the
end for better ball control.

Leagues and Residency

There are six different leagues: DHH, McNair,

West Wads, East Wads, Off-Campus, and
Women'’s. In order for a team to play in a specific
league, a minimum of at least five players and the
majority of the team must have residency in the
league. The exception to this rule of course is the
Women'’s league, in which only females are al-
lowed to play. All of the other leagues are consid-
ered co-ed and females may choose to play in
them.

Off-Campus Player: A player who does not live
in McNair, Douglass Houghton Hall, Wadsworth
Hall or the Franklin Square Inn (FSI).

On-Campus Player: A player who lives in
McNair, Douglass Houghton Hall, Wadsworth
Hall or the FSI.

Residency: Address of player as of the beginning
or registration.

Resident: A player participating in the league cor-
responding to their residency.

*A player living in McNair is a resident of the
McNair league

*A player living in Douglass Houghton Hall or the
FSl is a resident of the DHH league.

*A player living in Wadsworth Hall is a resident
of the either the East Wads league or the West
Wads league.

* A player living off-campus or in Daniell Heights

is a resident of the off-campus league. 15



Equipment

In order to be allowed out on the ice, play-
ers must be wearing a full face caged helmet. Al-
though many players choose to purchase their own
personal helmet, helmets are provided for game
play by the Broomball Committee. In addition to
the required helmet and broomstick, many players
choose to wear additional safety equipment includ-
ing shin guards, knee pads, elbow pads, gloves,
and hockey pants.

Hockey shin guards which include attached
knee pads are the protective equipment of choice
for many players, whereas others choose to wear
soccer shin guards with volleyball or rollerblading
knee pads. Elbow pads, like those worn for roller-
blading or basketball are common for players who
do not want to bruise their elbows. Gloves, ranging
from thin and stretchy to hockey gloves, are also
worn by many players to protect their hands from
the cold and other players. Ice hockey pants are
allowed, although a fewer number of players
choose to wear them.

Players supply their own broomsticks for
play. The broom must be a corn broom with a
wooden shaft. All excess metal must be removed,
including the wire that often holds the bristles to
gether. The broom straw is then trimmed down to
size and the entire broom is duct taped. In order
for the broom to be allowed in game play all bris-
tles must be covered and the broom must flex
some when bent. For more information on broom-
making, please view the Broomstick Making
Guide available on our website.
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Meet the Committee

Brian Hackett

Position: Head Referee
Year: Junior
Years on Committee:Second year
Preferred Style of Broom: | use a light slightly

curved broom. It's nice for defense while | calt sti
shoot at the same time.

Kyle Schwab

Position: Rink Manager

Year: Senior

Years on Committee:One and a half years
Preferred Style of Broom: | usually use a club,
mainly because that was what | made the first

time. But | will use anything that can hit a broom-
ball.



Meet the Committee

Jon Doherty

Position: Web Master
Year: Senior
Years on Committee:One and a half years

Preferred Style of Broom: Macaroni box with
curved edges because it's great for defense and

chipping.

Tim Chamness

Position: Web Developer

Year: Junior

Years on Committee:Second Year

Preferred Style of Broom:| prefer a small, light

weight offensive Broom that allows for rapid stick
movement.

Now you've got enough for a team and
need to register. Registration for teams is doae vi
the web at www.broomball.mtu.edu. Registration
normally occurs sometime during mid-October
and teams are put into leagues based on their regis
tration time. That means the sooner you register
the better chance you have to play. But don't
worry, on-campus teams get priority for on-
campus leagues and these normally don't fill up
nearly as fast.

After registration, the Broomball commit-
tee will notify the team captains to tell themhegt
team made the first cut or was moved to the wait-
ing list. Those teams that made it then have so
many days to pay the team fee ($20.00 per person)
and all captains must attend one of two captains
meetings. It is important if you are the team cap-
tain to complete both of these tasks on time as the
entire team will be dropped if they are not. Once
these are done, all that remains is gathering your
equipment and making a broom. After that, it's
game time. Also, check out our website before and
during the season at www.broomball.mtu.edu.
This is where you can find everything you need to
know about Broomball.
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Getting Involved

So, you've read about broomball, found out
who organizes it, and now you’d like to know how
you can get involved. The first step is to find a
team or maybe two. A good place to start for this
is in your house in the residence halls. Many
houses will form their own teams to play in the on-
campus leagues. Talk to your neighbors and RA to
see if they are interested in forming a team. Antea
will require a minimum of 6 players but it is bést
you have between 10-12 players. This way if a few
players have conflicts and cannot play in a game,
you will still have enough players to field a team.

If you cannot find enough players in your
house, talk to neighboring houses about making a
joint team or see if you can join a friend’s tedin.
is not required that you play on a team for your
house, hall, or even on campus for that matter. As

long as the team as a whole meets the needs of the

Residency Requirements from the Broomball rule
book (See page 14), the team is eligible to play.
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Meet the Committee

Justin Holmes

Position: Public Relations Manager
Year: Sophomore
Years on Committee:First year

Preferred Style of Broom: Slightly shorter broom
shaped into a scoop for good control.

Rachel Wagner

Position: Special Tasks Manager
Year: Senior
Years on Committee:Third year
Preferred Style of Broom Long and flat and
skinny as a defender because it is easier todit th

ball and you are more likely to be able to stop.
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Meet the Committee

lan Peterson

Position: Special Tasks Manager
Year: Senior
Years on Committee:Third year

Preferred Style of Broom: A spear because it's
lightweight.

Anna Miller

Position: Special Tasks Manager
Year: Sophomore
Years on Committee:First year

Preferred Style of Broom:| like to use a small

bat-like broom for more offensive power.
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Meet the Committee

Joe Cooper

Position: Advisor
Years on Committee:This is my first year!
Preferred Style of Broom: |1 like shorter brooms
that can be maneuvered easily and quickly. As

long as | can move fast with it and hit the baill, i
works for me!
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